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Articies, accldent briefs, and assoclated material in this magazine #re
non-directive tn nature. A4 sugoestions and recommendatlons are intended
ta remgin wilhin the scope Of exiiting directives. Information used to
brief aecidents and incidents does not identify the persans, places, or units
involved and may not be consbrucd as mcrirminating unger Article 31 of
the Unlform Code of Mllitary Justice, Names, dates, and places used in
conjurctlon with accident storkes are fictitious. Air Force units are
encouraged to republish the material contained herein; however, contehlts
are not for pubiic velease. Written permission must be obtalned from HQ
TAC hefore matetizl may be republished by other than Department of
Defense organizationy.

Contributions of articles, photos, and items of interest from personnel
in the field ate encouraged, 3s are CcoMMents And critigism. We resefve the
right to edit all manuicripts for Carity and readabllity. Direct
communicatlon is duthorized with: The Editor, TAC ATTACK, HQ TAC
(SEPP), Langicy AFEB, Va. 23665, Autovon 432.2937
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by William G. Holder, Contributing Editof \
Asrospace Enginesr

Wright-Patterson AFB, OH

X
Bv today's standards, you would have to say thatishe gre were six different versions of this fixst-of-a-
looked far from streamlined. Her wings were str. pefl. However, not all of those versions were like the
were all the prop-driven aircraft of the era, ahd erigine aircraft shown in the plictures, First, there was

bulbous engine mounts looked like she was carrying sofme so-colled XP-B9 which was to be desig as 8
large cargo containers. The Bell P-59 was the first‘Ar v sindle-engihe fightar aircraft with a unique pusher prop
Air Force {(AAF) jet aircraft, but she still had a jot esgn  for propulsion. The contract ‘was icially

propeller-driven aircraft features. ancelled late in 1842, _’
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RESET OR REGRET

An F4C, on a local area indoctrination flight, was
en route home when the craw began to experience radio
problems. After radio contact was reestablished, the
Phantom was cleared for a TACAN penetration. Leaving
the |AF, the crew raceived further instructions, including
an area altimetar setting. However, continuing radio static
and anintermediate level-off altitude interrupted the pilot’s
altimeter setting habit pattern. The altimeters were never
reset from 29.92. The arrival controller failed to pass the
current setting (29.52) to the crew and they pressed on.
Shortly after departing the TACAN FAF, the airplane
crashed in an open field, wings level, at a normal rate of
descent. Amazingly, both pilot and back-seater
supcessfully ejected after the aircraft had impacted the
ground.

Complacency might have been at work here. The
amival controller failed to provide a current altimetar
setting and the pllot descended through the transitional
altitude without changing from 29.92. Why didn‘t radar
monitoring catch the low-flying Phantom? It was not
aviilable due t0 nom-coincidence with the approach
course: that is the TACAN final approach course was not
the same as the PAR final approach course.

The old "“altimeter-not-reset”’ trick did this aircraft in.
Watch out for this old but deadly mistake and use that
transitional altitude as 8 cue to reset — especlally when
the setting is a low one. “Celd and low — look out
betow! "

C-130 TAX! ACCIDENT

DAMAGE: Two vertical chanrels, 12 inches deep, in
leading edge of right wing, a 23-inch leading edge section
cut completely in two, right aileron bent, anti-icing duct
crumpled, position light brokan — and two trees knocked
down,

The transient crew of a WC=130E was ‘preparing to

20

...interest items,

depant Midway —home of the Gooney Bird. Taxiing down
g newly-painted, closed runway, the pilot chose 1o run-up'
on a parking apron and started a 180° turn into the wind.
At this time, the co-pilot called for a run-up *in ptace”
but the tower operator thought he requested a run-up on
the runway and cleared the C-130 to "taxi into paosition
and hold.” All this took ptace while the pilot was in a turn
so he rolled out on a yellow guidaline running parallel to
the side of the taxiway — a line he assumed would provide
wing-tip clearance. The engineer bacame concerned about
the aircraft's clearance with a row of trees off to the right
and moved to the co-pilot's window. Unfortunately, he
had a distraction — several gooney birds were swooping
low around the airplane — and he began to watch them
for fear one might fly into the props. That's when the
herky hit the trees.
You can see how our old nemasis, “‘chain of events,”

caused this one:

@ A misunderstood radio call

® A qQuick change of plans

® A distraction

® An asumotion that the yellow taxi-line would
give wing-tip clearance.

This chain of events produced the most avoidable

mishap of all, the taxi accident. Let’s start breaking those
chains — instead of aitplanes.

R-IP

The lot of the IP is not an easy one. You have to be
a father/ffriend, preacher/teacher, and hot rock/cool head
all rolled into one. If you yell at the student, you're a
hard-hiney; if you cajole, you're a nagger. If you follow
the book to the letter, you're a weenie; if you don't.
you're a high-risk airplane driver. You probably don’t get
the stick time you need to fly as good as you talk. It's a
tough job — and for the most part, a thankless one. IPs
soetimes press — after all, you want that student to get
all he can out of the program in the short time he's under
your wing. Unfortunately, 1Ps sometimes press too hard.
Twip recent examples:

A many-motor mstructor pilot pulled ene throttle
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cindy picks a pro

OR GIB’S LIB GETS A SHACK

by Capt George McKinney
HQ TAC/XPPC

The following story is related by Cindy Dee Cupp, @
waitress in the Stag Bar of a popular western
crosscountry base. The story concerns the four crew
members of a flight of two F-4s that landed Just before
Happy Hour on a recent Friday aftermoon.

Mike (the AC) and Mushy {the WSO) of Bang 02, were
first to the bar, Bang 01‘s crew, Bill and Bob, had spenta
few minutes on the flight line helping transient install
downlocks and discussing the servicing of their nosewheel
strut. As Mike and Mushy squirmed toward the free pizza,
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by Capt Mike Byers,
TAC/DOXBL

The cropduster had pulled off his pass when the prop
governor failed. One blage went into low pitch and the
aircraft snapped into 4 vertical dive at full power. At 100
knots and 90 degrees of dive, the bird stammed Into the
hard-packed fieid. When the dust had cleared, the pilot
unstrapped, climbed out of the wreckage and waiked
away with minor injuries,

Unbelievable? Maybe so, but this actually happened a
few years ago. Of course, cropdusting aircraft are built
pretty rugged and are designed to withstand crash
impacts, but one of the things that saved this pitot’s life:
was a properly designed restraint system. Nothing fancy —
just @ seat belt and shoulder hamess similar 1o the ones
that are used in most USAF aircraft. The effectiveness of
these systems is due to their design and geometry, The
fotlowing principles apply not only to special-use and
military aircraft, but also to automobiles, recreational
vehicles, and private aircraft. if you're properly restrained,
you can survive a pretty severe accident. You can stand 2
bunch of G's if the straps hold you in the seat.

— System Configuration — About the best system
that's available to everyone and reasonably inéxpensive
consists of a lap belt, double shoulder straps and a center
lap belt tiedown.” This system is used in most race cars
and in the T-39. Some people are conogmed about the
center baft tiedown as it relates to the tender parts of
their bods. Do not worry! This strap keeps the lap belt
from riding up and allowing .you to slide under it. It
doesn't restrain you by holding you in. (I it did, a lot of
race car drivers would be talking in high, squeaky voices).
If you don't want to uso this type of system, the next best
Systems are:

— Lap belt with double shoulder straps {used in
most military aircraft).

— Lap belt with single diagonat shoulder strap {a
fair compromise between cost and effectiveness},

— Lap belt only (better than nothing, but you'd
better wear a helmet if you care about your head or
teeth).

—~ System Strength — Here's how the load is
distributed in a typical crash impact;

ltem Ratio of Total Load?  Load
Lap Beit 67% 6000 b3
Shoulder Harness 40% 4000 Ib
Lap Belt Tiedown Strap 25% 2500 Ib

TAC ATTACK

To handle these loads, the various straps must be securety
anchored to a solid part of the vehicle. If it's necessary to
bolt the attachment point through sheet metal, use a large
washer for a backing plate. This will help distribuze the
force. Use heavy-duty, good quality bofts. The webbing
for the lap belt should be a minimum of 2-1/4 inches wide
and 3/3Z-inch thick. For the shoulder harness and
tiedown strap, use  minimum width and thickness of 2
inches and 3/32-inch, respectively. Metal-to-metal buckles
are the only way 10 go, as the old-fashioned cam-type will
slip and is prone to accidental release.

— System Geometry (See lllustration) — Are you a
do-it-vourselfar? This drawing shows what you should
shoot for when installing any restraint system. Distance A,
between the seat reference point and the lap belt anchor
point, should be 2 ta 2-3/2". The lap belt should have a
“pulkoff’ angle as shown in B. The seat cushion angle and
seat back height {C and D) should be no real problem, as
most seats will be close to these dimensions. The shoulder
harness “pull-off"’ angle {E) is designed to prevent you
from twisting out of the harness under a side load. On a
double-strap hamess, both straps should run through a
guide to kesp them from slipping off the sfde of the seat.
The lap belt tiedown strap (F) should be attached 0 as to
hold the lap belt at a “pull-off” angle of 45° — 557, |
your system doesn‘t have this strap, just install the lap
belt as shown. Ygur system shouid be snugl Slack in the
belts is bad news for both your bod and the belts.4 An
inertial reel that locks on impact is the best solution to
the mobility vs fit problem, Anyway, kesp ‘em tight, no
matter what type of system you have. One final note:
This system is X+ated! Infants and smatl children (less
than four years) should be restrained by specially designed
infant carriers or child restraint systems. Most car dealers
and supply houses can provide you with these restraint
devices. G

27



Fhe fqt}awing ‘boem was vritten for the funeral

Of an AT-28 pitot at Udorn Afld, Thailand. The

SIPeHe Quys” in the title refer to the Meo, Laotian, and
Thai pifots who flew the “28 and were never fully
recognized for their bravery and sacrifice, Lt Col Pratt is
piasantly sssigned as an instructor at the Air Force

3 Hevddemy,

WORDS FOR DON MORRIS, DET 1, 55th S0W
{AND ALSO FOR ALL THE LITTLE GUYS)

HALF A CENTURY GONE, AN IMAGE PERSISTS, BDRN
WHEN SPADS AND FORKERS DUELED
{THEY RARELY REALLY FOUGHT):

MEN WITH TINY AIRPLANES, SHINED BOOYS, SMILES,
AND SCARVES:

WHINE OF WOUND-UF ENGINES, TORQUE, SMELL AND
CHATTER OF GUNS;

WATCHING FOR WHIZS5 OF WEATHER OR A BLOWN JUG.

NOW, TEGHNDT 08Y INTRUDES.

ALOTS IN THEIR AIRCONDITIONEDNORLD BEEW
PAR ARDVE ALL THAT,

SOMETIMES,

THERE ARE STILL A FEW WHO 8 TRAP INTO BMALL BIRDS,
GALL CLeAR, COUBH FROM RACKEIRE SMORE, GRDAN
OFF THE CROUND AND SHUDDER SKYWARD,

BOMOB RIGGED WiTH BaLing WIRE AND wWOOD BLOUKS,
HANGING UPON A PROP,

THESE COULD CARE LESS ABGUT REFUELING TRACRS OR
RADAR PLOTS.

THEIR NEED 1S TO DODGE THUNOERSTORMS, SKIM PEAKS,
KEEP LEAD IN SIGHT,

BOMB-LADEN T CLIMB ARDVR THE CLOVDS IS T0O STAGGER
ON THE EDGE OF A SYALL.

1T 18 BNOUBH YO REACH THE TARGET, MIT 17, AND RETURN,

THEIR TEXTBODK WRITTEN FOR AN OLDER WAR,
THESE PILOTS FIGHT, AND SOGMETIMES DIB, IN THIZ ONE.
T 1S GOOD YO KNOW THAT SOMB MEN
STILL BLY WITH SCARVES AlD LAVGHTER
AS REAL PILOTS ALWAVS HAVE
AND ALWAYS WiLL.

By Lt Col John §, Pratt
feorn “*The Laotian Fragimeats”™
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TOTAL ACFT. ACCIDENTS

MAJOR ACFT. ACCIDENTS

AIRCREW FATALITIES

TOTAL EJECTIONS

SUCCESSFUL EJECTIONS

33 TFW

{130 so6

162 TFT6

136 ARW

12 ADGP

316 TAW

1143 506

127 TFW

126 ARW

H{DET 1, D.C.

JAN

1463 TAW

1135 TASG :

FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC








